THE SECTS OF THE RAWAFID

age, at which time this Irnamate was definitely recognized
and to whom obedience was due; and that he is now the
Imam to whom obedience is due, although he is absent.1

g. Concerning those called the Hishamiyah among them.2
Of these two sects, one owes its origin to Hishatn ibn-al-
Hakam al-Rafid3 and the other to Hisham ibn-Salim * al-
JawaKki. To their true doctrines in regard to the Imamate
these two sects added the error of predicating a body to
Allah, as well as their heresy as regards anthropomorphisms.
Concerning the views of Hisham ibn-al-Hakam: Hisham
ibn-al-Hakam claimed that that which he worshipped was a
body possessing dimensions, height, breadth and thickness,
its height being equal to its breadth and to- its depth, while
its length and breadth are specified only as long and broad.
He held, moreover, that its extension upward is no greater
than its breadth. In addition, he claimed that the object
that he worshipped was a diffusing light, shining as a pure
chain of silver, and as a pearl perfectly rounded. This
object also possessed, according to him, color, taste, smell,
touch.5 He also claims that its color is its taste, its taste
its smell,, its smell its touch. He does not say that color
and taste are its essence, but he claims that the object
itself is color and taste. He went on to say that Allah was,
when space was not, and it was by his own motion that he
created space, space thus appearing for the first time, and it
is in this space that Allah is, and this space is his throne.

1 Ibid., vol. xxviii, p. 53.

2 Not to be confused with the Hishamiyah of the Mu'tazilites.
^Ibid., vol. xxvii, p'. 65.    Shahrastani, ibid., vol. i, p. 212.    Mas'udi,

ibid., vol. v, pp. 443 et seq., vol. vi, pp. 370 et seq., vol. vii, p. 232 el seq.

* Ai-Fihrist, p. 177.

5 Cf. M. Horten, Philosophischen Systems der spekulativen Theologcn
im Islam, p. 170.   Shahrastani, ibid., vol. i, p. 87.
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